
























































































































































































































































THE SOCOLOFSKY FAMILY--A ROSTER

The numbers in parentheses help to identify line
age. The first number refers to the chronological o
der of the children of Gottfried (IT) and Maria E.
Klohs Socolofsky, all of whom came to Kansas. Jea
Socolof'sky Baumgartner, the first name below, has the
number (4l41). The first "L" stands for her grandfa
ther, George, who was the fourth child of Gottfried
and Maria. The second "L" shows that her Socolofsky
ancestor, Alexander, was the fourth child of George.
Jean was the first~born in her family, thus the "1",
Jean's first-born was James and his number is (LL11),
Jean's grandchild, Eric, is James' first-born, thus
his number (LL111).

Notice:
Information about living people has been

from this family history to keep it private. If
you would like a document that hasn't been
modified, contact TJ Socolofsky at
TJ@Socolofsky.org.
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Natural calamities, such as tornadoes, extra
heavy snows, hail, violent thunderstorms, or accidents
such as fire rarely enter into the stories told by the
pioneering Sccolofskys or their descendents. However,
floods and their opposite--drought conditions--do have
a place in the remembrances of this family, The town
of Marion, located at the juncture of Mud Creek with
the Cottonwood River, channeled flood waters from a
large part of the county, and savere floods inundated
the valley portion of the town., That was where most
of the members of the family who resided in Marion, at
one time or another, maintained their homes., At vari-
ous times the threat of flood or =zctual high water
conditions, forced them to leave their homes. On the
original quarter-section, purchased by Gottfried, G.G.
and his family suffered 1loss from flooding in the
1930z, They were able to raise the piane above the
waters and to retreat to the attic. 4 large hen-house,
just completed, was floated away by the rising waters.
Half of it was located on the farm Jjust downstream,
but the other half was never located. Conversely, the
most severe drought conditions for the Marion County
Socolofskys came in 193L and 1936. The many days of
high temperatures, in excess of 100°, during those
summers and the lack of rain, greatly reduced crop
yields and brought dust storms inte the area., The
hard times accompanyving these climatie abnormalities,
added to the problems they proiuced.

handbuch (Ilmenau, 1826), LB9-90,
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Page 5. The basic sources for this page are:
"Biography of David D, Socolofsky" prepared at the re-
quest of his eldest son, Edwin David Socolofsky, in
June, 1953, while he was living at the Methodist Home,
Salem, Oregon; "Remarks of Daniel Socolofsky" told to
Ruth E, Socolofsky; Socolofsky grave stones in High-
land Cemetery, Marion, Kansasj; Gottlieb Beratz, The
German Colonies on the Lower Volga (Saratow, 1915),
23, 39, 177; J. Neale Carman, Foreign-Language Units
of Kansas: Historical Atlas and Statistics (Lawrence,
1962), 72-73; George J. Eisenach, Pietism and the Rus-
sian Germans in the United States (Berne, Indiana,
19L8), 205; H. A, Munro-Butler-Johnstone, A Trip u
the Volga to the Fair of Nijni-Novgoroed (LondEh,lB?ST?
35?'0. Henry Smith, The Sto of the Mennonites (lNew-
ton, Kansas, Lth ed., 1957), L39; "Russia,” Mennonite
Encyclopedia (Scottdale, Pennsylvania, 1959), IV:30l.

Among the privileges for German colonists which I
did not mention were: free board and transportatien
from the Russian border to the place of settlement;
the right to settle in any part of the country and to
pursue any occupation; loans for building a house;
perpetual exemption from the civil as well as military
service; the right to do mission work among non-Chris-
tians; the importation of their own possessions free
of duty; and the right to buy serfs and peasants for
those who established factories with their own capi-
tal, Alsoc used were, "The Socolofskys" prepared by
Ruth £, Socolofsky; and Federal menuscript census for
Centre Township, Marion Co., Kansas, 1880,  available
at the Kansas State Historical Library, Topeka.

General information on the name is as follows:
Johann Christian wvon Hellbach, Adels-lexicon oder
"Sokolow, Sokolows-
ker, Sokolowsky. 1) Ein schlesisches Geschlecht,
das wvon den nachbenannten wenigstens d. Wappen
nach verschieden ist, Paprocius in speculo Morav.
Sinap, I, 917. Bon Meding, ITI, R, 788, --2) Eine
zweite schlesische Familie. Sinap und von Meding,
a, a, D, Siebmacher, 1. Th. 76, N. 2." Stammbuch
des Adels in Deutschland vols 3-4 M-3, 1865-6, p.







































